
INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE 

1. INTERNATIONAL WORLD FOOD DAY AS AN INNOVATIVE ACADEMIC 

AND ENTREPRENEURIAL PRACTICE 

The celebration of International World Food Day at Vallabh Government College, Mandi, 

organized by the Vallabhian Botany Club in collaboration with the Research and Innovation 

Committee, stands out as an innovative academic and entrepreneurial practice of the institution. 

The event integrated classroom learning with experiential and community-based activities 

through student-led presentations, expert lectures, poster-making and declamation 

competitions, and a vibrant exhibition. B.Sc. students showcased and sold plantlets raised in 

self-prepared nurseries, value-added food products, and educational materials related to wild 

and nutrient-rich foods, thereby promoting traditional knowledge, sustainable food practices, 

and entrepreneurship. Active participation from self-help groups, faculty, scholars, media, and 

community members ensured wide outreach, while the revenue generated through sales 

highlighted the practical and economic impact of the initiative. Overall, the event fostered 

innovation, leadership, sustainability awareness, and skill development among students, 

reflecting the institution’s commitment to holistic and practice-oriented education. 

https://www.vgcmandi.co.in/Botany_dept.aspx 

 

Title of Activity Nursery Plant Raising, Marketing of Platelets, and Preparation of 

Innovative Value-Added Food Items. 

 

 

Organizing 

Department 

Botany department.  

 

Collaborating 

agency/department 

(if any) 

 

 

Research and innovation committee of college 

Date of activity 

 

26th Oct, 2024) 

 

Overview of 

Programme 

 

Vallabhian Botany Club  along with Research and innovation 

committee of Vallabh Government College, Mandi, organized a grand 

event on October 26 to commemorate World Food Day. The program 

commenced with a warm welcome extended by the college principal, 

Ms. Surina Sharma, to the chief guest, Padma Shri Nek Ram Sharma, 

and the special guest, Mr. L.D. Thakur from the Food Department of 

Zonal Hospital, Mandi. 

The chief guest, Shri Nek Ram Sharma, shared his insights on the 

importance of natural and traditional food and encouraged students to 

adopt a healthy diet. Special guest Shri L.D. Thakur emphasized the 

benefits of nutritious food and advocated for a healthy lifestyle. 

https://www.vgcmandi.co.in/Botany_dept.aspx


The highlight of the event was an exhibition where first- and second-

year B.Sc. students displayed plants from their self-prepared nurseries 

in collaboration with  research and innovation commitee, which were 

also available for sale. The exhibition showcased study materials, 

posters, and traditional food items related to wild and nutrient-rich 

foods. Additionally, students presented delicious homemade dishes, 

while women from self-help groups exhibited handcrafted items and 

food products made from pine needles. As a result of their efforts, the 

plantlets raised by the students were sold for Rs. 3,700, while the 

value-added recipes earned  profit of Rs. 6,000 through sales. The 

students not only gained practical experience but also earned 

recognition and financial reward for their entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

Second-year B.Sc. students Sonakshi and Suhani delivered a 

presentation on the theme of "Food Day," which was highly 

appreciated by the audience. Dr. Tara Devi Sen spoke about the 

significance of food and its role in our lives. The event was 

coordinated by Dr. Deepali Ashok, Assistant Professor of the Botany 

Department. 

The program witnessed enthusiastic participation from students. 

Competitions such as poster-making and declamation were organized, 

allowing students to showcase their creativity and oratory skills. 

Abhilasha, Kalpana, and Sudha won prizes in the declamation contest, 

while Ujjwal Sharma, Sonakshi, and Manasvi were awarded for their 

posters. 

Final-year scholarship students played a crucial role in making the 

event a success, dedicating significant time and effort to its 

preparations. Their hard work and commitment were evident 

throughout the program. The event garnered significant attention, 

attracting more than 400 students, 80 faculty members, 20 media 

persons, and 50 community members. The exhibition served as a 

platform to not only highlight the students' creativity but also to 

promote sustainability in food production and gardening practices. 

 The event also saw participation from professors and students of 

Sardar Patel University and the college, making it a memorable 

celebration. PTA representative Mr. Anil also graced the occasion. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Outcomes 

 

 

This program aligns with the goals of fostering hands-on learning, 

entrepreneurial acumen, and research-oriented innovation among 

students under the guidance of experts. 

 

   Skill Development: Equipped  students with practical knowledge 

and techniques for raising nursery plants and preparing innovative 

food products. 

   Entrepreneurial Training: Provided insights into marketing 

strategies for platelets and processed food items. 

   Value Addition: Encouraged students to explore and develop 

value-added products with a focus on sustainability and innovation. 

   Interdisciplinary Approach: Promote collaboration between 

botany, agriculture, and food science. 
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INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE

2. Report on Institutional Visit and Outreach Activities at Sahyog 

Residential School for Specially-Abled Children 

Community participation is a central component of the extension and outreach philosophy of 

Vallabh Government College, Mandi. The institution consistently encourages its departments 

to undertake socially responsive initiatives that promote experiential learning, civic 

responsibility and inclusive values. Through such engagements, students gain meaningful 

exposure to real-life contexts and diverse learner needs, strengthening the institution’s 

commitment to holistic and socially relevant education. 



In alignment with this institutional vision, two separate community-oriented events were 

conducted by two departments of VGC Mandi at Sahyog Residential School for Specially-

Abled Children, Balh, Mandi. 

1. An Educational Excursion organised by the Department of Education on 23 November 

2024, aimed at studying institutional practices in special education. 

 
 

2. A Skill Development Programme, coordinated by the Botany department of the college 

in collaboration with Rotary Club Mandi and Rotary Club Nerchowk, focusing on 

vocational training and environmental sustainability. 



 

 

Together, these initiatives highlight VGC Mandi’s active engagement with the community and 

its efforts to support inclusive educational development. 

I. Educational Excursion by Department of Education 

Objectives of the Visit: 

The field visit conducted by the Department of Education aimed to: 

● Strengthen institutional commitment to social inclusiveness and community 

engagement. 

 



● Provide students with an applied understanding of special education practices.  

 

● Enhance empathy, sensitivity and awareness regarding learner diversity.  

 

● Encourage student participation in activities promoting social responsibility and 

inclusive educational values. 

Interactive Activities Conducted 

To ensure meaningful participation, the department organised interactive activities for 

engaging with the children: 

● Communication and Social Interaction Activity 

A structured interaction session was held in which VGC students engaged children in 

conversation, expression exercises, and play-based communication. This activity helped 

students observe emotional expression, communication abilities and social behaviour patterns 

among learners with intellectual disabilities. This activity was followed by a detailed report 

writing by the students  

 



 

 

These participatory engagements enabled students to become active contributors rather than 

passive observers. This activity was also followed by a detailed report writing on the excursion. 

The entire group, comprising 33 students, submitted their reports in which they reflected not 

only on their academic learning but also on the valuable life experiences gained through 

interaction with the special children. 



 



 

Observations and Educational Insights 

The visit helped students develop a compassionate understanding of children with special needs 

and the essence of inclusive education: 

• Students realised that honouring each child’s individuality through flexible, paced learning is 

an act of empathy as much as a teaching method. 

• They learned how multisensory activities, gentle repetition, and simplified tasks help children 

feel secure, capable, and encouraged. 

• They observed that therapies such as occupational, behavioural, and speech support nurture a 

child’s dignity and independence. 

• They understood that an inclusive environment grows from kindness, patience, and positive 

reinforcement, where every effort is valued. 



Most importantly, students learned that each child expresses emotions and sociability in unique 

ways, reminding them that working with special children requires sensitivity, respect, and 

genuine human connection rather than sympathy or overprotection. 

II. Skill Development Programme by Department of Botany in 

Collaboration with Rotary Clubs 

Parallel to the educational visit, Department of Botany, VGC Mandi organised a Skill 

Development Programme at Sahyog School as part of a 10-day training initiative (From 6 May, 

24 to 16 May, 2024) conducted in collaboration with Rotary Club Mandi and Rotary Club 

Nerchowk. 

 

Focus and objectives of the Programme 

The main objective of this programme was to develop skills in specially-abled students. They were 

trained to make handicrafts using Pinus needles, which not only enhanced their creativity but also 

helped improve their concentration, focus and muscle control. Primary focus was on: 

Training students to create eco-friendly products using natural resources such as pine 

needles, grasses and vajratantumala. 



Promoting environmental sustainability and vocational self-reliance among specially-

abled children. 

Supporting skill building that could offer long-term livelihood relevance. 

●  

This activity proved highly beneficial in strengthening their overall abilities. Moreover, this 

handicraft training was an effort to make them more self-dependent and to help them take a 

meaningful step towards self-reliance.  

This programme strengthened community linkages and demonstrated VGC Mandi’s 

commitment to contributing to social empowerment and sustainable development. 

 



Impact on Student Learning and Institutional Outcomes 

Through these activities, students developed not only academic insights but also a stronger 

sense of social responsibility and human connection: 

• They gained a deeper, values-based understanding of inclusive and special education, 

recognising it as a shared community duty to ensure dignity and equal opportunities for every 

child. 

• Their practical exposure to differentiated learning and behavioural diversity helped them 

appreciate the importance of meeting each child where they are, with compassion rather than 

judgement. 

• Students cultivated ethical sensitivity, empathy, patience, and reflective practice, realising 

that supporting children with special needs is fundamentally rooted in humanity and collective 

care. 

• They developed a renewed appreciation for community collaboration and inter-institutional 

partnerships, understanding that meaningful inclusion can only be achieved when schools, 

families, and society work together. 

These outreach efforts served as transformative experiential learning opportunities and 

supported the broader goals of the institute by promoting inclusive practices and community 

engagement. 

Conclusion 

The two outreach activities conducted by VGC Mandi at Sahyog Residential School—an 

Educational Excursion and a Skill Development Programme—collectively reflect the college’s 

strong commitment to community participation and inclusive education. Through structured 

engagement, observation, and collaborative activities, students were able to understand diverse 

learner needs while contributing meaningfully to a special school setting. 

 

https://www.vgcmandi.co.in/images/2025-26/reports/education/Community-participation.pdf 
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3. SALE OF MEDICINAL PLANTS TO PM SHRI JAWAHAR NAVODAYA 

VIDYALAYA 

The Department of Botany, in collaboration with the Incubation Cell (Research and 

Innovation), Vallabh Government College, Mandi, has implemented an innovative outreach 

practice by supplying 75 medicinal plants to PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya in March 

2025. This initiative aligns with the National Education Policy and Atmanirbhar Bharat by 

integrating traditional medicinal knowledge with experiential learning at the school level. 

Through the propagation and distribution of ethnobotanically important plant species, the 

college has strengthened industry–academia–school linkages, promoted conservation 

awareness, and supported a self-sustainable medicinal plant nursery. The activity also reflects 

entrepreneurial and innovation-driven practices by utilizing the incubation center’s resources 

to meet real-world educational and community needs. The total cost of these plants amounted 

to Rs. 14,990, which has been successfully deposited into the account of the Botany 

Department cum Incubation Center (Research and Innovation account no ). 

https://www.vgcmandi.co.in/Botany_dept.aspx 

 

Title of Activity Sale of Medicinal Plants to PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 

 

Organizing 

Department 

Research and innovation committee along with botany department.  

 

Collaborating 

agency/department 

(if any) 

 

PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 

Date of activity 

 

15th March to 28th March, 2025 

Overview of 

Programme 

 

The Department of Botany, in collaboration with the Incubation Cell 

(Research and Innovation), Vallabh Government College, Mandi, has taken 

a significant step toward promoting awareness and practical exposure to 

medicinal plants among school students. In alignment with the objectives of 

the National Education Policy and Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative, the 

college received a formal demand from PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya 

Vidyalaya for a set of medicinal plants to be used in educational and health 

awareness activities on campus. 

A total of 75 medicinal plants were supplied in month of March,2025, 

including the following species known for their ethnobotanical and 

therapeutic relevance: 

1. Withania somnifera (Ashwagandha) 

2. Bacopa monnieri (Brahmi) 

https://www.vgcmandi.co.in/Botany_dept.aspx


3. Centella asiatica (Gotu Kola) 

4. Eclipta prostrata (Bhringraj) 

5. Phyllanthus niruri (Bhumi Amla) 

6. Moringa oleifera (Drumstick Tree) 

7. Clitoria ternatea (Aparajita) 

8. Catharanthus roseus (Sadabahar) 

9. Acorus calamus (Vacha) 

10. Anacyclus pyrethrum  

 

The total cost of these plants amounted to Rs. 14,990, which has 

been successfully deposited into the account of the Botany Department 

cum Incubation Center (Research and Innovation account no ). 

 

Outcomes 

 

 

 

This initiative not only fulfils a practical demand but also contributes to the 

broader goals of: 

• Encouraging the integration of traditional knowledge in school-level 

learning 

• Promoting conservation and propagation of medicinal plants 

• Supporting innovation and entrepreneurial activities through the 

college incubation cell 

• Maintain  self-sustainable  medicinal and ornamental plant nursery. 

Such collaborations are instrumental in bridging educational institutions and 

grassroots-level outreach, ultimately strengthening the ecosystem of 

research, innovation, and sustainability. 
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INNOVATIVE INITIATIVE 

4. COMPUTER APPLICATIONS IN SCIENCE: AN INNOVATIVE INSTITUTIONAL 

INITIATIVE FOR DIGITAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

To strengthen students’ digital readiness, the institution has introduced an innovative initiative 

by integrating advanced computer applications into the undergraduate science curriculum. 

Through the Computer Applications in Science course, students are provided with hands-on 

training in essential digital tools that directly support scientific learning and professional 

development. 

Under this initiative, learners are taught to use MS Office for scientific documentation, data 

handling, and presentation work. They gain practical experience in MS Excel for data analysis 

and plotting, enabling them to interpret scientific results with accuracy. The programme further 

introduces students to specialised software such as Origin for scientific graphing and Avogadro 

for drawing chemical structures. This exposure helps them visualise scientific concepts, work 

on research-oriented assignments, and apply interdisciplinary digital skills in real contexts. 

The initiative aims to bridge the gap between theoretical science knowledge and technological 

application. By integrating modern software tools into routine teaching, the college enhances 

students’ confidence, improves their research capabilities, and equips them with skills aligned 

with the expectations of today’s digital workplace. This innovative step reflects the institution’s 

commitment to fostering technologically proficient and industry-ready graduates. 
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